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City Marshal Brian Pope has formally denied The IND's public records request
seeking release of emails we believe were exchanged between himself and
Chad Leger's campaign using Pope's official @lafayettela.gov email address.

Pope held an Oct. 7 press conference at the marshal's office to notify the
candidate Mark Garber talking to a Honduran television reporter about
immigration policy and worker's rights. Pope claimed in the presser that the
video depicted Garber soliciting business from potential undocumented
migrants, and went on to describe a condition of amnesty for criminal
immigrants in Lafayette, seemingly unlinked (by way of causation, anyhow) to
his claims about Garber. The initial notice was sent using a Campaigner email

service often used in political email blasts.

In an email to the Independent, Pope claimed the emails requested were
private in nature and thus not public record, despite transmitting them from
a public email address that includes the following post-scripted disclaimer.
Emphasis added:

Confidentiality Notice: This e-mail message, including any attachments is for
the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and
privileged information. Any receipt and/or response to this email may be
considered a PUBLIC RECORD.

Now, we're just simple country journalists, but we're fairly certain Pope
doesn't have much of leg to stand on here. Let's not forget that the emails
we're seeking concern the planning and orchestration of a press conference
which invoked the authority and public duty of Pope's office as city marshal.
We, the doting press, were called to his presence via the following advisory.

Once again, emphasis added:
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LAFAYETTE CITY-MARSHAL BRIAN POPE TO HOLD PRESS CONFERENCE
REGARDING ELECTION FOR SHERIFF OF LAFAYETTE PARISH, AND
IMMIGRATION POLICY.

Lafayette City-Marshal Brian Pope will hold a press conference to make a
major statement regarding the election for Sheriff of Lafayette Parish, and
immigration policy, on Wednesday, October 7th, at 10:30 AM.

The Marshal will issue a statement and provide supporting materials to
attendees.

The press conference will be held at the City Marshal'’s Office at 811 Lee
Street, Lafayette, Louisiana.

TL;DR/In short/Let me Google that for you: Public official has official
announcement to make from his public office to the public.

Pope's legal claim rests on a 2013 opinion by Attorney General Buddy Caldwell
which held that private emails exchanged on public servers are not
necessarily subject to public record requests. That legal claim does not

excuse Pope, who appears to have formally endorsed Leger
(https: //www.facebook.com /legerforsheriff /videos /1635854680018604 /), of
the burden of explaining why he used his office account to make private

communications. Nor does it readily substantiate that those communications
did not concern public or official business, especially considering the
advisory and press release pictured below referenced his official contact info.
In other words, we don't buy it.

We intend to continue pursuit of these communiques and will keep you
updated.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT
Oc.‘tobnr T, 215 Brian Pope, Lafayette City Marshal
10:30 AM (337) 201 8723

bpopeiafayettela. gov

Shaeriff Candidate Mark Garber Encouraged liegal immigranis io Come to Louisiana,

Lafayerte Cly Marshai Brian Pope Calls on
‘Imesponsibie’ Statements, Made on Televis

eif¥ Candidsie Mark Garber fo Repudiste Hig
in Hondures

Lafayetts City Marshal Brian Pope is calling on Shanfl Candidate Mark Garbar o rapudiate his
statements. matde in a 2013 interview an Honduras HCH Telavision, in which Garber
encourages ilegal immigrants to come to Loutsiana, reassuring them that i they are hurt, they
can file workes's compensation daims with the help of a “qualified attormay®, “withaud fear of
beng deporied

Garber is a Worker's Compensation Aemey whoss twi-man irm speclalizes in sarving
Spanish speaking cliers

Fope is concamed about the Increasing difficulty of dealing with | egal immigrants who cormmit
crimes in Lafayetie Parish, and current Shenff Depariment policies that prevent making arresis
In 2013, Garber traveded bo Handures to *get the word gut” that llegals can safaly come bo
Lovislana, file claims against lecal businesses for work injuries, and not worry aboud being
depares

"Making your living as a Warkmen's Compenaation lawyer who spedializes in Sparish
spesking dients is ane thing, but fo actually fravel to Central America and do & talevisian
irterview io “get the word oul” thad illegal imemigrants can come 1o Levisiana, and file
WOTkEr's compansation dairs without faar of being deported I& enlirely another. IN's
Irresparsible” sald Lalayette City Marshal Edan Pope

“imagina. A candidate for Shariff of Latayette Parish, actually fling workers
compensation claims for Begal immigrants, while profecting them from departation
That's just shacking.” Popa sald. “Flying to Honduras te drum up business? Disgusting.*
Pope cordinued

“We alraady have & sarkous challengs in that the current Sherifl refuses to lat the
Mershal's office amest lllegal immigrants accused of misdemeanar crimes or to track
them. We have ovar 1,000 apen warrants and pending charges thal wa are preveried
from addressing,

Release from marshal's press conference


https://www.facebook.com/legerforsheriff/videos/1635854680018604/

POPE, PAGE TWO

t's abvicus that Mr. Garber, if elecled, would not only continue this poiicy, but if his
siatements are any indication — wouki expand it bo the point of making Latayetts Parish
a de facte “sanctuary” for ilagal immigrants. W just can'f et that happsn® Pape
concluded

A videa of the Garber infendew i available on YouTube at this link

Garber TV ing

on Hakble Como |

See transcript of indenview, balow:
TRANSCRIPT

Mark Garber interviewed on Henduras HCH TV, Fabruary 22, 2013

Garbar A: “United States Immigration kaw is in a state of change, and it has nothing te do with
your fights as an injured worker."

Q. En Espanc!.

Garbaer A: “As & human being. you have rights according o our Const2usion, and those 1 ghis
ara your rights in the State of Loulsiana,”
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Q. En Espanc!,

Garber A: “Thal's what |'m hers trying o go. i§ to get the ward out and fell people — you need 1o
seek help of an Attorney if yau're hurt at work and seek it vary vary quickly. Because they have
i hts and most people don't realize they have
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Garber A: *Numbar ona: Truthfully report the accident ko the docters at the haspital.” .
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& EnEspanol

Garber A: “Number two: Call an Attormey, & gqualified Afipmey whe will assist VO WA Youir
wark Injury rights.”

POPE. PAGE THREE

& Endpnat—

Garber A: "Number three: Mo Use illegal drugs, and don'ibe afraid of being deported

W EA Bapaal

Garber A: “You will nof be deported becauss you BEs&n gour Hghls wder Workmean's
Compensation lew.*
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